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A  Circular  Invitatory 

LETTER 

To  all  Orders  of  Learned  Men,  but 
more  efpecially  to  the  Profeflors  of 
PHYSICK  and  SURGERY,  in 
Great  Britain,  &*c. 


Gentlemen, 

WERE  I  not  perlwaded  that  the 
prefent  Defign  wou’d  plead  its 
own  Excufe,  I  fliou’d  think  myfelf 
under  a  Neceffity  of  apologizing  for  the  Li¬ 
berty  I  take  in  addreffing  you,  before  I  was 
affur’d  it  wou’d  prove  agreeable. 

A  z 


History 


History  has  in  all  Ages  been  allowed  to 
be  fo  ufeful  and  inftruftive  a  Branch  of  Learn¬ 
ing,  that  to  go  about  to  prove  either  the  Ne- 
cejjity  or  Benefits  of  it,  wou’d  be  a  Talk  as 
needlefs  as  ’twou’d  be  impertinent.  ’Tis  fuffi- 
cient  to  obferve,  that  it  brings  us  to  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Tranfaftions  of  Ages  paft ;  makes 
us  as  it  were  cotemporary  with  the  great 
Men  of  Antiquity ;  triumphs  over  the  devour¬ 
ing  Jaws  of  Time,  and  imparts  to  all  it  cele¬ 
brates  a  kind  of  Immortality . 

B  u  t  as  the  Benefits  which  arife  from  Hi- 
fioryr  in  general  are  fo  great  and  obvious,  fo 
neither  are  thofe  which  accrue  from  particular 
Branches  of  it  lefs  to  be  efteem’d.  For  if 
a  competent  Knowledge  of  Univerfal  Hi- 
ftory,  has  always  been  thought  a  necefiary 
Ingredient  in  the  Character  of  a  great  Man, 
cither  in  Church  or  State,  much  lefs  can  he 
be  fuppos’d  to  be  ignorant  of  what  has  pafs’d 
in  the  particular  Science  he  makes  Profef- 
lion  of.  Thus  a  Politician  is  under  a  Ne- 
ceffity  of  being  acquainted  with  the  Tranf- 
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a&ions  of  former  Ages,  and  the  different  Inte- 
refts  of  the  Nations  round  about  him.  A 
Lawyer  of  being  well  vers’d  in  the  ancient 
Adls^  Rights  and  Records  of  his  Country.  A 
Divine  of  having  a  fufficient  Knowledge  of 
Ecclefiajlical  ,  and  a  Rhyfician  of  being  well 
read  in  Medical  Hiftory.  Nay,  fuch  a  Quali¬ 
fication  may  juftly  be  affirm’d  to  be  more  elpe- 
cially  neceffary  in  the  Medical  way,  as  the  Dif- 
coveries  and  Improvements  of  our  Predecef- 
fors,  are  what  we  ought  in  our  Practice  to  be 
chiefly  regulated  by. 

I  t  will  be  readily  granted,  I  prefiime,  that 
in  all  Arts  and  Sciences,  we  are  more  imme¬ 
diately  concern’d  about  what  has  been  tranf- 
aded  in  our  own  Nation.  And  it  may  with 
Juftice  be  deem’d  a  very  blame  able ,  as  well  as 
partial  Condud,  to  be  follicitous  in  our  In¬ 
quiries  into  the  Lives  and  Writings  of  the  Au¬ 
thors  of  other  Kingdoms,  and  negligent  in  re¬ 
gard  to  fuch  as  are  of  our  own  Extradion. 

’Ti  s  certain,  that  no  Country  under  the  Hea¬ 
vens  has  ever  produc’d  a  greater  Number  of 

valuable 
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Valuable  Phyjical  Writers  than  Britain',  and 
yet  no  Kingdom  in  the  World  has  been  more 
remifs  in  preferving  the  Memory  of  them. 
AnHisTORY  of  this  kind,  is  what  has  never 
yet  been  attempted  by  any  Hand.  The  learn¬ 
ed  Dr.  Harney  indeed,  in  a  Manufcript  of  his 
own  Hand-writing,  has  left  us  the  Lives  of 
above  Fifty  of  them ;  and  might  perhaps,  had 
he  liv’d,  have  carry’d  the  Defign  much  farther. 
Dr.  Goodall,  in  his  Epijlle  Dedicatory  to  the 
Trefident ,  Cenfors,  and  Fellows  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Fhyficiam ,  prefix’d  to  his  Hijlorical 
Account  of  the  College’s  Proceedings  againjl  Em- 
piricks  and  unlicens’d  PraSlitioners,  has  obli¬ 
ged  us  with  fome  excellent  Remarks  relating 
to  the  Lives  and  Chara&ers  of  a  few  more ; 
and  hints  at  a  future  Hijlory  intended,  of  fome 
of  the  worthy  Members  of  that  Honourable 
Body :  but  this  Hijlory  never  appear’d.  The 
ingenious  Dr.  Guidot  has  likewife  left  us  fome 
Memoirs  of  the  Lives  of  Seventeen  which  flou- 
rifti’d  at  Bath,  from  the  Year  1598,  to  1676. 
And  laftly*  the  celebrated  Dr.  Friend  in  his 
Hijlory  of  Phyfick  from  the  Fime  of  Galen  to  the 

Beginning  of  the  Sixteenth  Century ,  has  given 

us 


us  an  Account  of  Four ;  Gilbert  us  An- 
glicus,  John  of  Gaddesden,  Glan- 
vylle  and  Ardern  ;  ( the  two  former  Phy- 
ficians ,  and  the  two  latter  Surgeons )  and  juft 
made  mention  of  a fifths  /Egidius  de  Foeno, 
Vol.  2.  Page  226. 

Th  1  s  is  all,  as  far  as  I  am  at  prefent  able  to 
recoiled!:,  that  has  been  done  upon  this  Subjedt; 
except  the  mention  of  a  few  more,  contained  in 
Dr.  Douglafs  his  Bibliographic e  Anatomic ce  Spe¬ 
cimen.  But  what  a  fmall  Number  of  eminent 
Authors  is  this.  Gentlemen,  to  what 
might  be  reckoned  up?  And  what  a  few  Stars 
are  thefe,  towards  making  up  the  C  o  n  s  t  e  l- 
lat ion  of  the  Britifh  Writers  in  Phyfick? 

The  Annals  and  Archives  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Phyjicians ,  without  doubt  do  contain 
many  memorable  Things  relating  to  the  Lives 
and  Charadters  of  feveral  of  our  illuftrious  Pre- 
deceffors ;  but  then  thefe  Annals  were  never 
publifhed,  nor  any  Account  given  of  them,  un- 
lefs  it  be  here  and  there  an  Abftradl.  What 
Bale ,  Leland2  Pits .  Wood,  and  other  fuch  ge¬ 
neral 


neral  Biographers  have  done  on  this  Head,  is 
not  here  to  be  mentioned ;  as  likewife  what  Ac¬ 
counts  may  be  found  fcattered  up  and  down  in 
our  Hijlorical  Writers,  as  they  are  deftitute  of 
proper  medical  and  critical  Obfervations,  and 
were  not  originally  undertaken  with  any  View 
of  tranfmitting  to  Pofterity  the  Memory  of 
Phyfical  Writers  in  particular. 

3  *  U  V 

This  Negled:,  Gentlemen,  is  the 
more  to  be  regretted,  as  there  is  no  Part  of  Li¬ 
terature  in  which  we  cannot  with  Impartiality 
affirm,  that  many  of  our  Profeffion  have  ex¬ 
celled.  Some  have  been  highly  valued  for  their 
Knowledge  in  the  learned  Languages  others  for 
being  genera l  Scholars ,  polite  Latinijls,  accurate 
Grecians,  eloquent  Orators ,  great  Antiquaries , 
and  deep  Philofophers.  *  We  have  had  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  having  in  our  Number,  the  moft  ce¬ 
lebrated  Hiftorians ,  Poets,  Grammarians ,  AJlro- 
nomers  and  Mathematicians .  Some  for  the  Im¬ 
provement  of  their  F acuity  in  th dLheoretick,  Pra- 
£lick  and  AnatomicalYixXs,  have  been  no  lefs  va¬ 
lued  and  efteemed  in  other  Countries,  than 

their 


*  See  Goodall’ s  Efijt,  Dedicatory . 
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their  own;  others  by  their  matchlefs  and  moft 
incomparable  Works,  have  not  only  merited, 
but  obtained,  the  Name  of  Immortal.  Some 
have  been  admired  and  read  in  foreign  Univer- 
fities,  as  Hippocrates  and  Galen 
were  of  old;  and  others  fo  much  valued  for 
their  incomparable  and  fugacious  Obfervations, 
that  the  Dilciples  of  foreign  Profeflbrs  have 
been  obliged  to  a  diligent  reading,  and  careful 
Practice  of  them.  Emperors  and  Princes  have 
courted  fome  to  attend  their  Courts ;  and  fo¬ 
reign  Univerfities  have  been  ambitious  of  en¬ 
couraging  others  to  afcend  their  Chairs.  *  And 
while  we  thus  equal  any  Nation  upon  Earth 
in  the  Number  and  Value  of  our  Phyfical 
Writers,  Shall  we  fuffer  the  Memory  of  them 
to  be  fwallow’d  up  in  Oblivion?  Moft  other 
Countries  have  celebrated  their  great  and  fa¬ 
mous  Men,  particularly  fuch  as  excell’d  in  the 
Healing  Art.  The  Greeks  and  Romans  thought 
it  not  too  much  to  ereft  Statues  and  Tem¬ 
ples  to  the  Honour  of  their  Phyficians-,  And 
?~ihall  we  not  have  fo  much  as  one  Advocate,  to 

B  tran  f- 

*  See  GoodaW s  Epi/1.  Dedicatory, 
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tranfmit  the  Names  of  ours  down  to  Pofteri- 

J  ;  1  .  ..  ;  '  1  I  i  '*  -  •  -*•  J  X 

ty  ?  Can  it  be  to  the  Reputation  of  a  People, 
to  be  ungrateful  to  fuch  as  have  deferv’d  fo 
well  of  their  Country ;  to  fuch  as  have  im¬ 
prov’d  our  Learning  by  theirs,  as  have  facri- 
fic’d  their  own  Eafe  and  Quiet  to  eftabliftv 
ours,  and  incurr’d  Difeafes  themfelves  by  in- 
ftru&ing  us  how  to  avoid  them  ? 

1  i 

I  am  not  unapris’d  of  the  Difficulties  which 
muft  neceftarily  attend  upon  a  Work  of  this 
Nature ;  elpecially  with  Regard  to  diftant 
Times.  The  Want  of  proper  Memoirs  and 
Records ,  together  with  the  DeftruCtion  of  the 

ancient  Manujcripts ,  on  one  hand;  and  the 

. 

great  Scarcity  of  many  of  our  printed  Phyfical 
Books,  with  the  Trouble  of  collecting  Dates , 
Fadls.  &c.  on  the  other,  cannot  but  render  the 
Defign,  as  it  is  of  the  greateft  Extent,  fo  of 
the  greateft  Difficulty  too.  But  then,  it  is  ob¬ 
vious  to  the  meaneft  Capacity,  that  the  longer 
a  Work  of  this  Kind  is  deferr’d,  the  more 
Difficulties  it  muft  certainly  be  accompanied 
with.  v ; 


A  THO- 


A  thoro(jgh  Conviction  of  the  Advan¬ 
tages  which  flow  from  a  competent  Knowledge 
of  the  Hijlory  of  that  Science  one  intends  to 
make  Profeflion  of,  had  induc’d  me  very  early 
in  Life,  for  my  own  private  Ufe,  to  form  the 
Plan  of  an  Universal  History  of  Phy- 
sick ;  including  the  Rife ,  Fate  and  Progrefs 
of  this  noble  Science;  with  an  Account  of 
the  mod  famous  Phyficiam ,  and  Seels,  that 
ever  flourished ;  their  Birth-Places ,  Lives , 
Deaths ,  Ages ,  Writings  and  Characters \  their 
different  Lends,  and  Improvements  both  in 
Theory  and  Practice ;  as  likewife  the  Rife , 
Fate  and  Progrefs  of  the  feveral  Branches  of 
this  Profeflion,  and  the  Dfcoveries  which  have 
been  made  in  each,  according  to  their  exaCt 
Order  of  Time,  together  with  the  Hijlory  of 
every  nevs  Difeafe  which  has  hitherto  appear’d 
in  the  World  :  The  whole  being  intended  as 
a  Scheme  of  the  mod  confiderable  Things  that 
have  happen’d  in  this  ufeful  Art,  and  that 
among  all  Nations,  ( as  far  as  it  con’d  be  col¬ 
lected  )  whether  ancient  or  modern,  as  2Egypti* 

B  a  anh 
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ms,  Greeks,  Romans,  Arabian /,  Chinefe,  Bri- 
tams,  Italians,  Germans,  Dutch,  French ,  &c. 

I  cannot  indeed  affirm,  that  I  had  in  this 
Work,  any  more  efpecial  Regard  to  the  Britijh 
Writers  in  Phyfick,  than  to  thofe  of  any  other 
Country ;  as  intending  my  Collection  fhould 
be  Univerjal.  Nor  did  I,  at  that  Time,  enter, 
tain  any  Defign  of  publijhing  at  all,  much  lefs 
of  Printing  a  feparate  Hiftory  of  the  Phyfical 
Writers  of  this  Kingdom.  What  determin’d  me 
m  a  particularManner  to  this,  and  that  very  lately, 
was  thePapers  of  the  ingenious  Mr.  Beckett, 
a  noted  Surgeon  and  Antiquarian,  falling  into 
iny  Hands.  This  Gentleman  had  been  bufied 
for  near  30  Years  before  his  Death,  in  collect¬ 
ing  Materials  for  fuch  a  Purpofe,  and  with 
that  Affiduity,  that  in  the'  laft  Lines  he.  ever 
wrote,  he  declares  he  died  a  Martyr  to  the  Im¬ 
provement  of  the  Difiory  of  Phyfick  and  Surge- 
ry.  He  had  before  obliged  the  World  with  a 
Free  and  Impartial  Enquiry  into  the  Antiquity 
and:  Efficacy  of  Pouching  for  the  Cure  of  the 
Kinsr  s  Evil,  as  likewife  with  an  Attempt  tq 

prove 
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prove  the  Antiquity  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
long  before  the  Difcovery  of  the  Weft  Indies , 
and  fome  other  Tradts;  (one  publifh’d  fmee 
his  Death,  upon  Practical  Surgery,  being  Re¬ 
marks  upon  the  moft  extraordinary  Cafes, 
Cures  and  Dift eel  ions,  made  at  St.  Thomas's 
Hofpital,  Southwark,  has  had  the  Honour  of 
being  prefented  lately  by  Sir  Hans  Sloane 
to  the  Royal  Society)  and  was  fo  well  known 
to  the  Curious  for  his  great  Skill  in  Briti/h 
Antiquities,  that  it  is  much  to  be  wifli’d  Pro¬ 
vidence  had  allotted  him  a  longer  Life.  As 
it  is,  it  appears  he  was  fnatch’d  away  in  the 
midft  of  his  Collection,  before  he  had  brought 
his  Papers  to  any  tolerable  Perfection.  I  ima- 
gin  d  indeed,  upon  a  curfory  View,  and  know¬ 


ing  he  had  been  long  engaged  in  this  Defign, 
they  were  much  more  compleat,  than  upon 
a  ftriCter  Search  I  find  they  really  are.  For 
befides  that  near  a  third  Part  of  them  con- 
Ms  of  Duplicates,  great  Part  of  the  reft, 
which  I  prefum’d  were  Originals,  I  perceive  to 

j  be  tranfcrib’d  from  Bale,  Leland,  Goodall, 

1  Wcod  and  others ;  except  a  few  AbftraCts 
1  from  Phfaal  and  Chirurgical  Authors.  How 
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he  might  have  improv’d,  or  added  to  this  Col- 
ledion,  had  Providence  indulg’d  him  a  longer 
Space,  we  cannot  tell.  Doubtlefs  he  might 
have  intended  a  noble  Structure  *;  but  by 
Death’s  preventing  him,  it  is  fo  far  from  being 
finifh’d,  that  he  has  neither  procur’d  Materials 
enough,  nor  in  his  Papers  fo  much  as  left  us 
the  Plan  upon  which  he  intended  it  fliould 
have  been  erected :  which  Papers  I  defign  after 
the  Publication  of  this  Hiftory ,  ( that  I  may 
not  be  thought  to  have  reprefented  the  Matter 
in  too  partial  a  Light,  and  as  well  in  Juftice  to 
myfelf  as  him,  as  the  Work  will  be  begun 
afrelh)  to  depofite  in  the  Bodleian  Library. 

Though  this  Colle&ion,  Gentlemen,  be 
not  like  to  yield  the  Affiftance  one  could  have 
wifh’d,  yet,  as  I  have  embark’d  in  the  Defign, 

I  am 

« 

*  How  far  the  Expectation  of  the  learned  TV irld  was 
rais'd  in  Regard  to  the  Excellency  of  this _  Performance  of 
Mr.  Beckett’*,  is  evident  from  the  following  Character  of 
him  by  Dr.  Douglass.  Anglorum  induftriam,  qui  huic 
operi  manus  admovere,  lubentius  prsedicafiem,  fed  eorum 
meritis  &  exiftimationi  melius  confulere  videbor,  cum 
hanc  provinciam  amiciffimo  viro  Gulielmo  Beckett  tra&an- 
dam  reliquero,  quem  in  feriptis  eorum  undique  conquirendis 
indefeflam  diligentiam,  in  laudibus  recolendis  par  ingenium* 
(cio  adhibiturum.  Bibliography  Anatom.  Spec,  in  Pnefationc.  ■ 


I  am  determin’d  not  to  defift ;  efpecially  as  it  is 
an  Undertaking  fo  much  to  the  Honour  of  my 
Country;  one  that  I  find  will  prove  acceptable 
to  fame  of  the  Cheif  of  the  Faculty,  and  which 
there  is  Reafon  to  believe,  all  would  be  glad  to 
fee  accomplish’d.  The  abovemention’d  Mate¬ 
rials  will  Serve  us  in  the  fame  Stead  they  wou’d 
their  original  Colledlor ;  and,  with  what  I  had 
before  got  together  upon  the  fame  Subjedt,  will, 
I  hope,  prove  no  contemptible  Foundation 
whereon  to  begin  to  erect  this  ufeful  Work. 

But  as  I  am  ambitious  of  carrying  it  to  a 
greater  Pitch  of  Perfedtion,  than  from  any 
private  Collection  can  be  expedted ;  I  find  my 
felf  under  a  Neceffity  of  publishing  this,  to 
folicite  your  Concurrence  to  fo  ufeful  and  lau¬ 
dable  an  Undertaking.  An  Undertaking  which 
for  the  vaSt  Extent  and  Variety  of  it,  is  more 
proportionable  to  the  Labours  of  a  Society  than 
a  Jingle  PerJM  Nor  need  I  doubt,  but  that 
an  Attempt  to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of  fo 
many  illuftrious  Authors  of  our  own  Nation 
will  be  receiv’d,  by  alb  proper  Judges,  as  it 
ought,  with  Hutnanity  and  Candor. 


The 
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TrtE  celebrated  Dr.  Plot,  In  his  adrtiirable 

» 

Hiftories  of  Oxford  and  Staffordshire*,  Mr* 
Wood,  in  his  Athena  Oxonienfes ,  and  many  more 
of  our  bed  Writers,  have  thought  it  no  Dimi¬ 
nution  of  their  Characters,  to  be  affifted  by 
Correipondence  and  Communication  of  others. 
The  Ephemerides  Germanicce,  Journal  des  Sfa~ 
vans,  Aft  a  Eruditorum,  Aft  a  Medica  Beroli- 
nenfia.  Aft  a  Liter  aria  Suecice,  Aft  a  Wratifla - 
vienfia,  Aft  a  Petropolitana,  Commercium  Lite - 
rarium  Norimbergenfe ,  Me di corum  Silefiacorum 
Satyra,  the  Medical  Effays  and  Objervations 
of  Edinburgh,  and  to  name  no  more,  our  own 
Philofophical  Tranfaftions ,  are  nothing  but  the 
united  Labours  of  great  and  publick-lpirited 
Men,  for  the  Advancement  and  Propagation 
of  Knowledge.  In  fhort,  I  (hall  never  think 
it  any  Difgrace  to  confult  my  Country’s  Repu¬ 
tation,  where  the  Means  are  honejl ;  elpecially 
in  a  Work  of  this  Nature,  where  there  is  no 
room  for  Invention ,  whatever  there  may  be  for 
Ornament  and  Decoration . 


But 
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But  the  great  Extent  and  Variety  of  this 
Defign,  and  the  Neceffity  of  feeking  Materials 
from  every  Quarter,  will  better  appear  from 
the  following  Heads  of  Enquiry ;  which, 
tho’  intended  at  firft  to  be  communicated  only 
to  fome  particular  Friends,  are  now  for  the 
greater  Benefit  of  the  Work,  made  publick  to 
all :  that  every  Gentleman  who  fhall  pleafe  to 
think  favourably  of  it,  may  fupply  us  with 
fuch  particular  Subjects  as  his  Inclination ,  Ge¬ 
nius,  Opportunity,  or  Courfe  of  Study  fhall  di- 
red:  him. 

Heads  of  Enqjdiry  for  an  Attempt 
or  Effay  towards  an  History  of 
Physick  and  Surgery,  in  Great 
Britain. 

Of  the  Druids  and  Bards,  and  the  ancient 
State  of  Learning ,  but  particularly  of  the  An¬ 
tiquity  of  the  Practice  of  Phyfick  and  Surgery, 
in  Britain. 

O  p 


C 
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Of  Josina  King  of  Scotland,  who  liv'd 
above  ioo  Tears  before  our  blefed  Saviour* 
and  is  faid  to  have  been  well  jkill' d  in  the  Nature 
of  Scotch  Plants ,  and  their  UJe  in  Phyfck  and 
Surgery.  Whether  there  are •  any  Remains  of 
the  Book  he  is  reported  to  have  written  De  Her-» 
barum  viribus. 

O  f  the  State  of  Phyfick  and  Surgery  in  Bri¬ 
tain,  under  the  Romans. 

Of  the  Herbal  which  Scribonius  Largus 
is  faid  to  have  compos'd  concerning  the  Britifh 
Plants ,  when  attending  upon  the  Emperor  Clau¬ 
dius  in  his  Expedition  to  Britanyj  and  whether 
any  Account  can  at  this  Diftance  of  Time  be 
given  of  it. 

,  .  -  y  1  •  \  ’  ,  >  v  ■*■**  #  • 

O  f  the  State  of  Phyfick  and  Surgery  in  Bri¬ 
tain,  under  the  Saxons,  Da n  e  s  and  Nor¬ 
mans. 

*  Of  Maugantius  chief  Phyfician  to  King 
Vortiger,  who  fourijh'd  about  the  Tear  of  Chrift 
470,  when  that  King  was  much  diftrefs'd  by  the 
invading  Anglo-Saxons. 


Of 


\ 
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O  f  the  renowned  King  Alfred’s  Book,  upon 
Ariftotle  De  Plantis.. 

*  Of  Cinfrid,  a  Phyfcian  mentiorid  by 

Venerable  Bede. 

*  ' \  • 1  '  "  \  s  ,,7  **'  *  \  )X  W.r .  's 

*  Of  Ernulphus,  another  eminent  Physi¬ 
cian  in  the  Time  of  Nigellus  IId  Bijhop  of  E- 

ly.  - 

Of  the  State  of  Phyfick  and  Surgery  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Monks  a?id  Friars. 

Of  the  Roman  Council  afembled  by  Pope 
Innocent  the  11^  in  1139,  prohibiting  the  Cler¬ 
gy  from  medling  with  Phyfick . 

1  i 

Of  the  Decree  of  the  Council  of  Tours,  un¬ 
der  Pope  Alexander  the  IIId  in  1163,  forbid¬ 
ding  Religious  Perfons  from  going  out  of  their 
Cloifters  to  hear  LeBures  in  Phyfick  •  and  ab- 
folutely  prohibiting  all  Deacons,  Sub-Deacons 
or  Priefts,  from  exercifng  any  Part  cf  Chirur- 

gery  in  which  Cauteries  and  Incifions  ti)ere  re¬ 
quired* 

C  a 
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*  Of  Fabricius,  or  Faricius,  a  noted 

Phyjician  who  died  in  1 1 1 7, 

*  Of  Athelardus  Badunensis,  who 
travel' d  thro '  Arabia  and  Egypt  in  Quejl  of  Phy- 
fcal  Knowledge .  Whether  his  Book  of  Problems 
which  Leland  Jaw  in  the  Dominican^  Library 
in  London  be  any  where  extant ,  or  any  Ac¬ 
count  can  be  given  of  it . 

*  Of  Henry  of  Huntington,  a  Phyfi- 
cian  who  liv'd  in  the  Reigns  of  King  Stephen, 
and  King  Henry  the  IId. 

*  Of  John  Giles,  a  Native  of  St.  Albans, 
who  was  made  Prof ef  or  of  Phyfck  at  Paris  and 
Montpelier,  and  Phyfcian  to  King  Philip  of 
F ranee.  Whether  his  Preatifes  De  Re  Medica 
&  Prognofhcis,  are  yet  in  Being ,  or  any  Ac¬ 
count  can  be  given  of  them, 

*Of  Nicholas  Ferenham  whofudiedat 
Oxford,  Paris  and  Bologna. 

■  *  Of  Richardus  Anglicus,  in  great  Fa¬ 
vour  with  King  Henry  the  IIId,  of  the  Record 
by  which  that  King  order  d  a  Sum  of  Money 
to  be  paid  him  out  of  the  Publick  Preafury ,  in 

1247. 


f 
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1247.  Whether  his  Books  De  Febribus  and 
Signis  Prognofticis  5  as  likewife  his  Speculum 
Alchymiae,  and  Lreatife  of  Urines,  mention'd 
by  fever al  Writers ,  are  yet  in  being. 

Of  Gilbertus  Anglicus,  Cotemporary 
•with  the  former ;  a  Favourite  likewife  of  King 
Henry  the  IIId. 

^  Of  Alfhredus  Anglicus,  mention'd 
with  great  Refpett  by  Roger  Bacon,  Bofton  of 
Bury,  Leland  and  others .  Whether  his  Books 
De  Motu  Cordis,  In  Ariftotelem  De  Vegetabi- 
libus,  In  Meteora  ejufdem,  &  De  Rerum  Na- 
turis,  as  likewife  the  Commentaries  he  is  report¬ 
ed  to  have  written  upon  the  Works  of  fome  anci¬ 
ent  Philojophers ,  are  yet  in  being. 

*  Of  Hugh  de  Evesham,  a  noted  Phy- 
fician  who  was  invited  by  Letters  from  Pope 
Martin  the  IVth  to  Rome,  in  order  to  folve fome 

eft  ions  in  Phyfick  then  newly  ftarted.  Whe¬ 
ther  that  Pope's  Letter ,  or  any  of  Hugh's 
Phyfical  W ?rks,  are  yet  remaining. 

*  °f  Gulielmus  Medicus,  or  as  he  is 
fometimes  filled,  Gulielmus  Anglicus.  FL 
Book  of  his  De  Urina  non  vifa,  is  at  this  Lime 

f aid  to  be  in  fome  of  our  pnblick  Libraries.  Lhe 

Lime 
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'Time  in  which  he  jlourifhed  is  fomewhat  doubt¬ 
ful. 

*  O  f  Roger  Franks,  a  noted  Chirurgical 

Writer  mention  d  by  Ardern. 

Of  John  Estwode,  alias  Ashenton, 
often  mention'd  by  Ficus  Mirandqlanus.  Whether 
his  Summa  Anglicana,  in  which  was  one  Chap¬ 
ter  entituled  Regimen  contra  Peftilentiarn,  and 
another  De  Prognofticis  Aeris,  be  yet  in  being. 

f  Of  William  Grisaunt,  educated  at 
Merton  College  in  Oxford.  Whether  his  Books 
De  Motu  Capitis  and  De  Judicio  Patientis, 
mention  d  by  Bofton  of  Bury,  are  yet  in  beings 
or  any  Account  can  be  given  of  them.  " 

N.  B.  I  fufpedl  this  William  Grifaunt ,  to 
be  the  fame  with  Gulielmus  Medicus  above- 
mention’d ;  efpecially  as  their  Charadters  have 
a  near  Affinity  each  to  the  other,  as  they  are 
both  reported  to  have  written  on  the  fame  Sub¬ 
ject,  De  Urind  non  vifd ,  and  as  it  was  no  un- 
cuftomary  Thing  in  thofe  early  Times  to  call 
Authors  only  by  their  Chriflian  Name :  As 
appears  from  the  Inftances  of  Athelardus  Ba- 
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dunenjis ,  Richardusy  Gilbertus  and  Atphredus 
Anglicus ,  above  taken  notice  of. 

Of  iEGimus  de  Foeno,  mention d by  In¬ 
land,  Pits  and  others .  Whether  his  Treatifes 
De  Vegetabilibus  6?  Plantis,  ©  Contra  Flagel- 
latores,  are  yet  in  being.  The  former  of  the je 
'was  in  the  Library  of  QueenV  College  in  Ox 
ford. 

Of  Bartholomey  Glanvyle,^^#^/- 
ly  mention  d  by  Gaddefden,  who  ftudied  at  Ox¬ 
herd,  Pai  is  and  Rome,  and  was  A.uthor  (f  the 
famous  Book  De  Proprietatibus  Rerum. 

There  was  another  Bartholomey 
about  this  Time,  who  wrote  the  Breviary 
of  Brattice ;  a  Manufcript  of  which  is  now 
in  the  Harley  an  Library. 

Of  John  de  Gaddesden,  and  the  Letter 
which  King  Edward  the  IIId  is  faid  to  have 
written  to  the  Pope,  in  Favour  of  him. 

*  » 

Of  John  Arden,  ^Ardern,  a  famous 
Surgeon  who  attended  King  Edward  the  IIId, 
and  his  Son ,  the  Black  Prince,  at  the  memora¬ 
ble  Battle  of  Crefly  in  France;  when  the  Prince 

**  ^  took 


took  from  the  Old  King  ^Bohemia  his  Arms ,  be¬ 
ing  three  Oftrich-Feathers,  which  have  ever fince 
been  born  by  the  fucceeding  Princes  of  Wales.  He 
*was  Author  of  fever al  freatifes ,  particularly  one 
D©  Cura  Oculorum.  "The  bejl  and  moft  valua¬ 
ble  Copy  of  his  largeft  Work ,  is  now  in  the  Pof 
fefion  of  the  learned  Dr .  Mead. 

*  Of  William  de  Holme,  an  eminent  bur¬ 
geon  highly  refpelled  by  King  Edward  the  IIId, 
and  afterwards  by  King  Richard  the  IId.  Whe¬ 
ther  this  be  the  fame  William  de  Hohne,  who 
compil'd  a  frail  De  Simplicibus  Medicamentis  j 
and  whether  that  frail  be  yet  in  being . 

1  Of  Simon  Breodun,  a  celebrated  Scho¬ 
lar  of  Merton  College  in  Oxford,  and  after¬ 
wards  a  very  noted  Phyfician .  His  accurate 
Commentaries  upon  Ptolemy  V  Almageft  are  fill 
to  be  met  with  fomewhere  in  the  TJniverfty  of 
Cambridge,  fhe  fime  in  which  he  fiourijh'd  is 
undeter miri  d. 

^  Of  Henry  Daniel,  a  noted  Phyfician 
about  the  Tear  1379,  under  the  Reign  of  King 
Richard  the  IId. 

*Of  Richard  Kennet,  famous  for  his 
Skill  in  Phyfick  and  Botany  at  Oxford,  in 

1390. 


1390.  'whether  the  Book  he  is  reported  to  have 
written  De  Virtutibus  Aquarum,  be  yet  in  being. , 

t  h  ave  been  more  than  ordinary  felicitous, 
&s  the  Reader  may  obferve,  in  my  Inquiries 
concerning  the  moil:  ancient  Writers,  the  Ac¬ 
counts  of  fech  being  collected  with  the  greateft 
Difficulty.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  of  all 
thofe  mark’d  with  a  * Star,  to  the  Number  of 
Nineteen ,  not  one  is  mention’d  by  the  celebra¬ 
ted  Dr.  Friend  in  his  Account  of  the  early 
Britijh  Writers  in  Phyjick ;  tho’  many  of  them, 
as  we  (hall  prove,  were  great  and  eminent  Men, 

fNor  do  I  doubt  but  that  others  may  yet 
occur  to  the  Curious,  in  Gildas ,  Venerable  Bede , 
Ingulphus,  Hovedon ,  Paris ,  Froijfart ,  Leland \ 
Bale ,  Pits,  Fuller ,  Hollingfhed '  Baker ,  Camb - 
den.  Hall,  Harding ,  and  the  reft  of  our 

ancient  Britijh  Memorialijls . 

!  Of  Supprejjion  of  Abbeys,  and  theLofs 
which  Phyfick  and  Surgery  a?nong  other  Sciences 
fufiaind  thereby,  on  account  of  the  DeftruSlion 
oj  an  infinite  Number  of  Manufcripts. 
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Of  thofe  Phyfical  and  Chirurgical  Manu- 
fcriptsyrf  remaining ,  which  Jurviv’d  this  barba¬ 
rous  Devajlation. 

O  f  the  Lives,  W ritings  and  Characters  of  our 
mofl  noted  ancient  Chemills,  Alchemifts  and  Ro- 
facrufians;  as  Robertus  Perscrutator 
Arturius  Anglicus,  Roger  Bacon, 
Dastin,  Cremer,  Lully,  Kymer,  Rip¬ 
ley,  Daulton,  &c.  Of  the  State  and  Pra¬ 
ctice  of  Chemiftry  and  Alchemy  in  thofe  early 
Days ;  and  briefly  of  the  Philofopher’s  Stone, 
the  Univerfal  IMedicine,  and  the  Arguments  jor 

and  againjl  the  Pofjibility  of  the  Tranfinutation 
of  Metals.  •  -  • 

>  ,  ’  i  *  ,  y  *.  ^  %  >  >>  1  i  ►  *  , »  ' 

•  •  •■*  -  *►'  ij  v  j  »  i .  .  j  j  » 

O  f  the  Report  of  Raymond  Lully’s  ma¬ 
king  Gold  in  the  Tower  of  London,  for  the  Ufe 
oj  King  Edward  the  IIId. 

Of  the  Subtleties  made  ufe  of  by  thofe  crafty 
Projectors,  to  deceive  the  Credulous.  Of  King 
Henry  the  IVth’s  being  cheated  by  them  ;  his  ACt 
of  Parliament  forbidding  them  to  ufe  the  Art  of 
multiplying  Gold  or  Silver,  under  Pain  g/' Felo¬ 
ny,  and  oj  their  Encouragement  afterwards  by 
l  at  cuts  and  Cdmmijfons  prom  King  Henry  the 


Of 
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O  f  the  Lives,  Writings  and  Char  after s  of 
cur  mojl  eminent  latter  Alchemifts  and  Rofacru- 
fians,  to  the  total  Difcredit  of  that  Art  in  Eng¬ 
land;  as  Bird  Prior  of  Bath,  Charnock, 
Kelly,  Dee,  Heydon,  Th  ORNEOROUGH, 
&c.  and  ‘whether  the  Letters  ‘which  fueen  Eli¬ 
zabeth  is  /aid  to  have  written  to  invite  Dee 
back  again  into  England,  are  yet  in  Being. 

O  f  the  Regulations  and  Provifions  made  for 
the  Security  of  the  Practice  of  Phyfick  and  Sur¬ 
gery,  from  the  Lime  of  King  Henry  the  VIth.  to 
the  Foundation  oj  the  Royal  College  of  Phyfici¬ 
ans  in  London.  Namely,  the  ACt  or  Decree  of 
Henry  the  VIth,  the  ACt  of  the  third  of  Henry 
the  VIIIth,  for  fuch  Practitioners  as  were  not 
Graduates  to  be  licens'd  by  the  Bilhop  ofL ondon, 
or  Dean  of  St.  Paul’r;  and  the  ACt  made  in  the 
fifth  of  Henry  the  VIIIth,  exempting  Surgeons 
from  bearing  Arms,  jerving  of  Conftables,  and 
being  concern’d  in  Watches,  Inquefts  and  Juries. 

Ov  the  Foundation  of  the  Royal  College  of 
:  Phyficians  in  London,  in  1519.  the  tenth  of 
.  King  Henry  the  VIIIth,  with  their  A<3  and 
I1  Charter,  and  the  Lives,  Writings  and  Characters 
|  of  thofe  eminent  Phyficians  which  were  mention'd 

D  2  in 
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'init;  as  Chambre,  Linacre,  Ferdinan- 
pus  de  Victoria,  Halsewell,  Frances 
and  Yaxley. 

O  f  the  other  Adis,  Liberties,  Powers,  Chap¬ 
ters  and  Privileges  granted  by  the  JucceJJive  Kings 
and  Queens  of  England  to  this  Illufirious  Bo¬ 
dy.  ' 

Of  the  Incorporation  of  the  Surgeons  of 
London  in  1541,  the  32 d  of  King  Henry  the 
VIIIth  y  with  the  Lives ,  Writings  and  Char  a- 
Bers  of  the  principal  Surgeons  who  were  prefent 
at  the  Kings  Delivery  of  their  Charter ,  as 
Mounford,  Aylife,  Alcock,  Vicary  and 
Ferris. 

O  f  the  Surgeons  yearly  Grant  of  four  Bodies 
of  executed  MalefaBors  for  Difledtion,  contairtd 
in  the  fame  AB. 

O  f  the  Statute  which  pafs}d  in  Favour  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians,  in  the  Tfme  of  Queen 
Mary  the  Ist,  and  the  Difference  which  arofe  be¬ 
tween  the  College  and  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford, 
in  that  Reigny  concerning  the  Univerjitf  s  grants 
ing  a  Degree  to  one  whom  the  College  had  thought 
fit  to  rejeB. 

Of 
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O  F  ejlablijhing  the  Anatomical  and  Chirur- 
gical  Lectures  in  SurgeonVHall  ;  of  the  Read¬ 
ers  of  thofe  LeffureSy  and  the  Books  which  were 
firjl  written  to  ajjift  the  young  Students  in  the 
Study  of  thofe  Arts , 

O  f  Queen  Elizabeths  annual  Grant  for  A*- 
natomies  to  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians. 

• 

Of  the  Controverjy  between  the  Phyficians 
and  Surgeons  in  1571,  concerning  the  Surgeons 
adminiftring  internal  Medicines. 

O  f  the  Foundation  of  the  Chirurgical  Ledlure 
in  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians,  in  1682. 

Of  the  Difcovery  of  the  Circulation  of  the 
Blood  by  Dr.  Harvey  \  of  the  Oppofition  it 
firft  met  withy  the  Controverfies  which  were 
then  on  foot  in  relation  to  ity  and  whether  or  no 
it  was  known  to  the  Ancients. 

O  f  the  Foundation  of  the  Harveyan  Anniver- 
lary  Oration,  and  the  Gentlemen  who  have  fpoken 
it  from  that  Fime  to  this . 

Of  the  AJfociation  of  Dr.  Needham  and 
other Sy  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  IId,  in 

order 
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order  to  ejlablijh  a  Society  of  Chemical  Phyfi- 
cians,  in  oppojition  to  the  Foundation  of  King 
Henry  the  VIIIth ;  with  the  Succefs  of  that  At¬ 
tempt,  and  an  Account  oj  the  Controverfy  rela- 
ting  to  it,  v .  ■  • 

\  ’  v  <  \ f  ■  y 

Of  the  Foundation  of  the  Goulftonian  Pa¬ 
thological  and  Anatomical  Ledlure  in  the  Royal 
College  gfPhylicians. 

Of  the  Inftitntion  of  the  Royal  Society, 
and  the  moft  eminent  Phyjical  and  Chirurgical 
W mers  which  have  flourijh'd from  that  Time  to 
this .  .  .  ' 

-  ■'  .C.  »  ,  +  •  J  4  *  w  »+V«  +  J 

>,*  ■  *  ;v  *•. r  *.  -  v  .<•  ' ,  ^ 

*  *  .  V  r  r  \ 

Thus  far  concerning  liich  Heads  of  Enqui¬ 
ry  as  relate  to  the  Work  in  general.  Let  us 
now  proceed  to  fuch  particular  and  mifcella - 
neous  Articles  as  cou’d  not  well  be  mention’d 
before,  but  which  (hall  be  inferted  in  their 
proper  place.  And  firft,  ‘  tv 

Y  *,  t  .  » 

*•  *  /  j  f  <  if  \  ‘  *  -  •  y,  +  *  ■  \ 

O  F  the  Antiquity  and  pretended  Ejjicacy  of 
Stroaking  and  Touching  for  the  Cure  of  the 
King’s  Evil, 


j 


Op 


Of  the  Antiquity  of  Cramp-Rings,  and  their 
Method  of  Confecration. 

Of  the  Foundations  of  the  fiver al  Ledurcs 
and  Profefforfhips  in  Phyfick,  in  the  two  Uni - 
•verfties  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge. 

O  f  the  Foundation  of  the  Phyfick-Ledure  in 
Grefham  College. 

\  t  *  *■  *  •  -  -  - 

O  f  the  Foundation  of  the fiver, al  Hofpitals  in 
London/or  the  Relief  of  the  poor  Lunatick,  Sick 
and  Lame;  Bethlehem,  St.  Bartholo¬ 
mew’s,  St.  Thomas’s,  Kingsland,  the  Lock 
the  Infirmary,  Guy’s  andST.  George’s. 

O  f  the  Plague  in  1349,  1602  and  166  c; 
with  the  Medicines,  Methods  and  Con  trover- 
fies  moft  remarkable  in  each . 

O  f  the  Aftrological  State  of  Phyfick  in 
Britain;  andtheAbufe  of  mingling  Aftrolop-y 
with  this  Science .  °* 

O  F  the  firft  Appear  mice  oj  the  Scurvy  in 

Britain. 

O  f  the  Antiquity  and  Nature  of  the  Bath- 
Waters,  and  when  firfi  internally  usd. 


I 
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O  f  the  Antiquity  of  the  other  Spaws  and  Afe- 
dicinal  Waters  in  England,  and  by  whom firji 
difcoverd ;  as  Malton,  Knaesborough,  the 
Queen’s-Wells,  Ilmington,  Tunbridge, 
Scarborough,  Oyley-Well,  Latham* 
Durham,  Bristol,  Castle  Cary,  Dul¬ 
wich,  Newman  Regis,  Astrop,  Buxton, 
&c.  Of  their  confiituent  Principles,  Natures, 
Virtues  and  Ufes;  of  the  Authors  who  have 
written  of  them ,  and  the  Controverfies  relating 
to  them. 

O  f  Chemiftry  its  firji  Introduction  among 
us  \  the  Ufe  and  Abufe  of  Chemical  Medicines , 
and  the  Controverfies  relating  to  them ;  with  the 
Advantages  and  Difad vantages  /^/  have  accru¬ 
ed  to  Phyfick  from  the  Ufe  of  Chemical  Methods 
g/'Reafoning. 

Of  the  Sweating-Sicknefs,^?r/?  in  1483,  then 
in  1485,  1506,  1517,  1528  andlafily  in  1551. 

O  F  the firfi  Mention  of  the  Small  Pox  in  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  whether  or  no  known  to  the  Ancients  y 
with  the  deferent  Regimens  in  Ufe  for  curing  of 
it. 

O  f  Inoculation  its  Antiquity ,  Rife  and  In¬ 
troduction  among  us ,  with  the  Controverfy  rela¬ 
ting 
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ting  to  it ,  and  whether  or  no  it  be  a  Prevention 
from  being  inf  elded  the  natural  Way. 

Of  the  Venereal  Difeafe  whether  or  no  known 
to  the  Ancients,  and  by  whom  firjl  mentiorid  in 
England.  Of  the  different  Methods  in  Ufe  for 
curing  of  it  5  whether  Sweating  with  the  Woods 
be  Jiffcient  without  the  Help  of  Mercurial  Medi¬ 
cines  >  but  particularly  of  the  Difputes  relating 
to  Salivation,  and  whether  Salivation  by  internal 
Means ,  or  by  Undtion  and  Fumigation,  be  befit* 

Of  a  Gonorrhoea  its  Seat,  and  when  it  firjl 
appear'd ;  with  the  Advantages  and  Difadvant - 
ages  of  Injections  in  curing  of  it . 

O  f  Quickfilver  when  firfi  us'd  in  England. 

O  F  the  Rickets  when  firjl  known  among  us, 
with  the  Authors  who  firfi  wrote  of  them . 

O  F  Aurum  Potabile,  and  the  Controverfy  re * 
lating  to  it . 

O  f  Hops,  Beer,  Tobacco,  Coffee,  Tea,  Cho¬ 
colate,  &c.  when ,  and  by  whom  firjl  introduc'd 
among  us  5  their  Ufe  and  Abufe,  and  the  various 
Controverfies  relating  to  them . 

E  Of 
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Of  the  Introduction  of  the  Bark,  with  the  Op- 
portion  it  firji  met  with  in  England,  and  the 
Controverfies  relating  to  it . 

O  f  the  Transfufion  c/’Blood  from  one  Ani¬ 
mal  to  another ,  with  the  Advantages  and  Di(ad- 

v  ant  ages  of  it . 

O  f  the  life  of  Mechanical  and  Mathematical 

Re  a  filings  in  Phyfick. 

Whether  any  of  the  Manufcripts  of  Ni¬ 
cholas  Hostersh  am,  befides  his  Antidotary, 
are  yet  in  being . 

Whether  Dr.  John  Kent’s  Works ,  who 
fourijEd  about  the  Tear  1482,  which  were  once 
in  the  Univerfty  ^Cambridge,  are  yet  in  being. 

Whether  Dr.  Bonham’s,  or  Dr.  Pen¬ 
ny’s  Manufcripts  ( an  eminent  Phyfcian  and 
'Naturalift  )  are  yet  in  being. 

Whether  the  Quarto  Manufcript  of  Dr. 
Walter  Bailey,  (Phyfcian  to  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth  )  formerly  in  the  Library  of  Robert  Earl 
of  Alesbury ,  be  yet  in  being. 
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Whether  Dr.  Cunningham’s  Commen¬ 
taries  on  Hipp.  De  A  ere,  Aquis  &  Locis,  with 
-  any  of  the  other  Manufcripts  he  left  behind  bim> 
are  yet  in  being. 

Whether  any  of  the  Manufcripts  of  Dr. 
Christopher  Bennet,  Author  of  the  Thea- 
tri  Tabidorum  Veftibulum,  which  he  is  j aid  to 
have  left  behind  him  fit  for  the  Prefix  are  yet  in 
being . 

W hether  any  of  the  Manufcripts  of 
Dr.  Goddard,  which  confifted  c?/' Lectures  read 
in  the  Theatre  at  Surgeon’s-Hall,  and  other 
Subjects  fit for  the  Prefer  are  yet  in  being . 

Whether  any  of  the  Manufcripts  of 
Dr.  David  Rhese,  a  noted  Phyfician  about 
the  Clofe  of  the  1 6th  Century ,  are  yet  in  being. 

Whether  the  Manufcript  o/'Dr.Blewet, 
an  eminent  Phyfician  and  Si  ft  rammer  of  Merton 
College  in  Oxford,  De  Evitanda  Pefte,  be  yet  in 
being. 

Whether  the  Tra£i  of  Dr.  Maplet’s 
Travels,  formerly  in  the  Pofffton  of  Dr.  Gui- 

E  ?  •  dot, 
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dot**,  in  an  elegant  Latin  Stile,  (as  likewife  his 
Latin  Epijlles  to  Sir  Alexander  Frazier,  Dr, 
Bate,  Dr.  Meara  and  others)  be  yet  in  being. 

Whether  the  Book  in  Chirurgery  com¬ 
pil'd  by  Morestead,  Surgeon  to  King  Henry 
the  IVth,  Vth  and  VIth,  be  yet  in  being . 

W hether  the  Chirurgical  Manufcript  of 
Charles  Whyte,  an  eminent  Surgeon ,  in¬ 
tended  by  him  to  be  prefented  to  Harry  the  VIII^ 
be  yet  in  being . 

Whether  the  Chirurgical  Manufcript  of 
John  Dagvyle,  an  eminent  Surgeon  a  little 
before  the  Clofe  of  the  15th  Century ,  be  yet  in, 
being. 

Of  the  Controverjy  which  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Mayerne  had  with  the  College  g/'Phyficians 
at  Paris,  relating  to  the  Ufe  of  Chemical  Me¬ 
dicines. 

f  " '  m 
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O  f  the  Report  of  his  poifoning  Henry  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  the  Certificate  publifid  d  by  King 
James  the  1st,  in  order  to  elear  him  from  that 
malicious  Afperfion. 

O  p 

*  See  bis  Lives  of  the  Bath  Pbyficians , 
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Of  the  Profeciition  commenc'd  againjl  Dr. 
Groenvelt,  concerning  the  internal  Ufe  of 
Cantharides. 

,  .  r  »  *  '  •*** 

O  f  the  Acid  and  Alcaly  Scheme,  with  the 
Controverfies  relati?ig  to  it. 

Of  the  firjl  Books  in  Phylick,  Anatomy, 
Surgery,  Botany,  Chemiftry,  Pharmacy,  &c, 
that  were  publilh’d  in  Britain . 

O  f  the  Inventors  and  Improvers  of  the  feve- 
veral  Inftruments  and  Operations  of  Chirurgery, 
in  Britain  ;  but  particularly  of  the  various  Me¬ 
thods  of  performing  Lithotomy,  when  and  by 
whom  firft  introduc'd  among  us. 

Of  Mr.  Young’s  Method  of  Amputation, 
and  curing  of  Stumps. 

Of  his  Difcovery  of  hot  Oleum  Terebinthi- 
nx's  flopping  Ejfufons  of  Blood,  and  Weepings  of 
the  Nerves  and  Lymphatiek-Veffels  3  and  of  the 
Controverfy  relating  to  it. 

Of  the  Poflibility  or  Impossibility  of  curing 

Wounds  of  the  Brain, 

O  F 


Of  the firfl  ereBing  of  Difpenfarys,  and  the 
Controverfies  relating  to  them . 

O  f  the  Method  of  Purging  in  the  Secondary 
Fever  of  the  Small  Pox ,  and  the  Controverfy  re¬ 
lating  to  it. 

Of  the  Plague  Controverfy  in  1721. 

Of  the Quickfilver  Controverfy in  *734- 

O  f  the  Poffibility  or  Impoffibility  of  difjolving 
the  Stone  in  the  Bladder. 

AComp  arison  between  the  Ancient  and 
Modern  State  of  Anatomy,  Phyfick,  Surgery, 
Botany,  Pharmacy,  Chemiftry,  &c.  in  Britain. 
In  a  word ,  any.  Memoirs,  Paflages  or  Observati¬ 
ons  of  Note  relating  to  our  moft  eminent  Britijh 
Phyfical  and  Chirurgical  Authors ;  their  Birth¬ 
places,  Perfons,  Lives,  Deaths,  Writings,  Dif- 
coveries,  Improvements,  Controverfies,  Cha¬ 
racters  and  Benefactions  for  the  Advancement  of 
thefe  Prcf ef  ions  the  firfl  Appearance  of  any 
new  Difeafe  ;  the  Introduction  of  any  foreign 
Simple,  Drug  or  Compound  Medicine.  Im¬ 
provements  in  Theory  or  PraCtice,  Pathology, 
Animal  OEconomy,  Natural  Hiftory,  Mid- 
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wifery,  or  any  Thing  relating  to  the  Illuftration 
of  the  History  of  Phyfick  and  Surgery  in 
this  Nation ,  taken  in  its  great  eft  Latitude. 

N.  B.  The  following  are  Authors  of  whom 
I  have  as  yet  few  or  no  Memoirs  at  all \  either 
in  Mr .  Beckett’r  Collection  or  my  own ;  namely , 
Drs.  Brady,  Paman,  Goodall,  Mus- 
grave,  Paxton,  Pechey,  Floyer,  Ha¬ 
milton,  Short,  White,  ( Author  of  the 
Book  De  redla  Sanguinis  Miffione)  Slare, 
Thurston,  Carr,  Pitt,  Ridley,  Gui- 
dott,  Peirce,  Gibson,  Beal,  Blackmore, 
Wainwright,  Welsted,  Woodward, 
Quincy,  Rutty,  Fuller,  Arbuthnot* 
Clifton,  Cockburn  and  others. 

Tho  this,  Gentlemen,  be  but  a  very  im¬ 
perfect  Sketch  of  the  Articles  which  will  be 
contain’d  in  the  prefent  Work;  (it  being  de- 
fign’d  to  include  the  Particulars  of  the  Lives , 
Deaths,  Writings,  Difcoveries ,  Characters ,  &c. 
of  fome  Hundred  eminent  Authors)  yet  even 
from  hence  .1  prefume,  it  will  be  fiifficiently 
evident,  that  there  is  Employment  enough  for 
more  Hands  than  one,  without  any  Fear  of  ex¬ 
ha  u  fling  the  Subject,  The  flrongeft  Shoulder 

perhaps 
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perhaps  may  fingly  prove  too  weak  to  fupport 
fo  weighty  Undertaking,  which  yet  may  eafi- 
ly  be  born  by  the  united  Strength  of  others : 
As  what  will  crufh  ^Pillar,  may  withEafe 
be  fu flam'd  by  many.  As  we  have,  fcatter’d  up 
and  down,  a  great  Variety  of  Materials  rela- 
ting  to  the  prefent  Purpofe,  let  us  not  be  neg¬ 
ligent  in  collecting  of  them;  that  from  thence 
maybe  ereCted  aTEMPLE  of  Honour,  to  the 
immortal  Memory  of  our  Britijh  Physical 
Worthies. 

It  cannot  but  be  efteem’d  a  peculiar 
Happinefs  attending  this  Defign,  that  there  is 
fcarce  any  Order  of  learned  Men  in  the  King¬ 
dom,  but  what  may  contribute  towards  it. 
The  Divine ,  by  communicating  an  Account 
of  Births  and  Deaths  from  Pari/h-Regi/lers, 
and  favouring  us  with  Epitaphs  and  Monumen- 
tai-Infcriptions.  The  Lawyer ,  by  obliging  us 
with  fuch  Adis  of  Parliament,  Rolls ,  Records , 
Grants ,  Decrees ,  Patents ,  Orders  and  Com - 
miffions ,  as  may  concern  the  Prpfeffions  of 
Phyfick  and  Surgery.  The  Civilian ,  by  favour¬ 
ing  us  with  fuch  Bene  faff  ions  and  Endowments 

relating 


(  4i  ) 

relating  to  them,  as  may  occur  in  Wills ;  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Time  of  the  proving  of  them : 
(for  tho’  it  be  true,  that  every  Will  is  not  prov’d 
immediately  upon  the  Deceafe  of  the  Perfon 
who  made  it,  and  fome  probably  not  for  feveral 
Years,  yet  the  Generality  are;  and  indeed  let 
them  be  jpfov’d  when  they  will,  this  muft  un¬ 
avoidably  follow,  that  the  Party  cannot  have 
flourifh’d  later  than  the  Time  in  which  his  Will 
was  prov’d,  which  will  in  doubtful  Cafes  at 
leaft,  help  to  reduce  the  Chronology  to  a  great¬ 
er  Degree  of  Certainty,  than'  might  otherwife 
have  been  obtain’d.)  The  Affiltance  again  which 
Phyfical  and  Chirurgical  Gentlemen  may  give,  as 
likewife  the  Antiquarian)  Chronologer  and  En- 
gliJh-HiJlori an,  is  fo  very  obvious,  that  but  to 
mention  it  will  be  fufficient.  Nay  even  the 
Nobleman  and  Man  of  Fortune ,  ( whom  in 
Point  of  Manners  I  ought  to  have  mention’d 
firft)  may  lend  their  aiding  Hand,  by  honour¬ 
ing  us  with  fuch  Hints  and  Pafl'ages  relating  to 
this  Defign,  as  may  occur  in  Books  and  Ma- 
nufcripts  above  the  reach  of  every  private  Per¬ 
son*  An  Expectation  indeed  of  Affiftance 
fromPerfons  of  their  exalted  Rank,  in  a  Learn- 

E  ed 
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ed  W orky  might  in  any  other  Country  pafs  for 
a  Panegyricky  but  not  in  this ;  where  we  have 
many  whofe  Capacity  and  Learning  are  as 
great,  as  their  Fortunes  are  magnificent. 

Numbers  of  ingenious  Gentlemen  are  ab¬ 
ler  v’d,  thro’  a  too  fcrupulous  Modefty,  to 
want  Will  to  commence  Authors  themfelves, 

• 

( the  ill-natur’d  and  ungrateful  Cenfures  of  the 
World,  like  bleak  Winds ,  as  his  Grace  the 
D  uke  of  Buckingham  beautifully  obferves, 
ever  blajling  all  our  hopeful  BlofomSy  and  hhider - 
ing  the  modeftejl  and  beft  Wits  from  writing) 
whilft  others,  poflefs’d  of  Inclination  enough, 
have  not  Lcijiire  to  write  up  to  the  Size  of  a 
Volume y  who  yet  would  be  glad  to  communi¬ 
cate  their  Thoughts  to  the  World,  in  a  f dorter 
compafs.  Here  both  Sorts  will  have  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  gratifying  themfelves,  as  well  as 
ferving  the  Publick.  The former ,  by  publilh- 

ing  their  Opinions  under  the  Sanction  of  ano- 

* 

ther’s  Name;  and  the  latter ,  by  diftinguifhing 
themfelves  upon  any  particular  Subject  or  Au¬ 
thor,  in  as  fhort  a  Method  as  they  fhall  judge 
convenient. 

B  E- 
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Besides  the  Particulars  already  mention’d, 
my  Correjpondents  may  pleafe  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  me  an  Account  of  what  foreign  Au¬ 
thors  may  chance  to  occur  to  them  in  their 
Reading,  which  criticife  upon  any  of  our  Bri- 
tilh  P hyfical  or  Chirurgical  Writers ;  and  I  muft 
particularly  beg,  that  the  ftridteft  Regard  may 
be  had  to  the  Vindication  of  fuch  Difcoveries 
as  any  of  them  have  a  juft  Pretenfion  to: 
Efpecially  as  Foreigners  have  frequently  laid 
claim  to  the  Honour  of  them. 

But  in  a  more  efpecial  Manner  muft  I  in¬ 
treat  the  ready  Communication  of  Phyfical 
and  Chirurgical  Manufcripts ,  particularly  fuch 
as  are  of  ancient  Date ;  without  which  it  will 
be  impoffible  to  give  any  tolerable  Account  of 
the  State  of  Phyjick  and  Surgery  in  thole  early 
Times.  Every  fuch  Manufcript,  like  a  Ray 
of  Light,  will  help  to  guide  us  thro’  the  dark 
Mifts  of  Antiquity;  and  is  therefore  the  more 
requifite,  as  fearching  after  Truth  and  Know¬ 
ledge  in  thole  early  Ages,  for  want  of  proper 
|  Records,  is  like  wandering  In  a  Labyrinth , 

I  F  2  with-*- 
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without  a  Clue  to  conduit  us  thro’  the  Mazes  of 
it.  The  Backwardnefs  which  fome  Gentle¬ 
men  have  (hewn  in  this  Refpeft  is  much  to  be 
lamented,  efpecially  as  we  may  thereby  not 
only  be  depriv’d  of  the  Benefit  of  them  during 
their  Lives,  but  afterwards  too,  by  their  fal¬ 
ling  into  fuch  Hands  as  may  not  be  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  Value  of  them  j  and  by  which 
Means,  it  is  to  be  fear’d,  many  important  DiL 
coveries  have  been  quite  loft  to  the  World. 

\ 

A  Manuscript  lock’d  up  from  the  In- 
fpedtion  of  fuch  as  would  make  a  due  Ufe  of 
it,  is  like  a  Jewel  feal’d  up  in  its  Gaje,  or  a 
J’reafure  buried  in  the  Earth  j  which,  as  it  is 
ftridly  fpeaking,  no  longer  of  Advantage  to 
the  Pofleffor,  than  whilft  it  is  current ,  fo  nei¬ 
ther  is  a  Manufcript  any  longer  of  Ufe  to  the 
World, ’than  whilft  its  Contents  are  divulged 
for  the  Publick  Good. 

-  ■*  '  *■ 
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We  read  in  Bale  of  the  dreadful  Havock 
that  was  made  of  ManuJ'cripts ,  at  the  Time 
of  the  Suppreffion  of  Abbeys-,  that  fome  were 
us’d  to  clean  Boots,  and  others  put  to  the  yet 

moret 
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more  ignoble  Ufe  of  the  Jakes.  And  I  have 
lately  had  an  Account  communicated  to  me 
from  an  ingenious  Phyfician  at  Glafgow  in  Scot - 
land,  of  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  Cafes 
I  ever  met  with,  that  was  contain’d  in  a  Mann- 
fcript  which  wrapp’d  up  a  Penny-worth  of  Snuff. 
The  Libraries  of  our  Forefathers  were  ftor’d 
with  many  excellent  Manufcripts ,  which  we 
find  have  periih’d  5  and  who  knows  what  may 
be  the  Fate  of  ours  ?  For  we  have  not  only  to 
deal  in  this  Cafe  with  the  devouring  Jaws  of 
3/W,  but  many  other  Cafualties,  as  JVary  Su~ 
perftition ,  Carelejhefs ,  Ignorance ,  Fire ,  &c.  fre¬ 
quently  deprive  us  of  a  great  Number  of  valuable 
Records  in  thefe,  as  well  as  in  other  Sciences. 
To  prevent  which 
ture,  I  conceive 
conducive,  than  to  give  Accounts  or  AbjlraSls  \ 
of  fuch  as  yet  remain  among  us  \  by  which 
means,  as  the  Copies  will  be  diftributed  into  * 
many  Hands,  the  total  Suppreflion  of  the  Con¬ 
tents  of  fuch  Manufcripts ,  will  be  render’d  lels 
liable  to  happen  for  the  time  to  come. 

What 
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What  is  here  faid  of  Manufcripts ,  is 
equally  applicable  to  Books  likewife ;  Numbers 
of  which  have  been  already  loft,  by  being  out 
of  Print ,  and  many  more  muft  undoubtedly 
meet  with  the  fame  Fate,  if  not  timely  pre¬ 
vented  by  feme  fuch  Precaution  as  this  taken 
to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of  them. 

v .  /  .  L  '  \  I  ;  Vv  /' 1 
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From  their  well  known  Humanity ,  Candor 
and  Learning ,  I  cannot  but  flatter  myfelf  with 
hopes  of  great  Afliftance  from  the  Gentlemen  of 
our  Universities;  efpecially  as  they  have  had 
the  Honour  of  producing  moft  of  the  celebra¬ 
ted  Writers  that  will  be  here  mention'd.  And 
it  were  much  to  be  wifh’d,  for  the  publick 
Good,  that  the  Masters  of  fuch  Colleges 
as  are  poffefs’d  of  any  curious  Phyfical  or  Chi - 
rurgical  Manufcripts ,  as  likewife  of  any  fcarpe 
Books  in  thefe  Profeflions,  written  by  Britifh 
Authors,  wou’d  be  pleas’d  to  conftitute  fome 
proper  Perfon  to  favour  us  with  an  Account  of 
what  is  moft  remarkable  in  them.  And  what¬ 
ever  Gentlemen  fhall  pleafe  to  encourage  this 
laborious  Attempt,  may  depend  upon  having 

a$ 
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an  honourable ,  and  publick  Mention  made  of 
their  refpedive  Helps  and  Communications. 

The  Advantages  which  muft  arife  from 
fuch  an  Undertaking  as  this,  cannot  but  be  very- 
great  ;  for  here  every  one  will  meet  with  fome- 
thing  either  for  his  Inftrudion  or  Entertain¬ 
ment.  The  experienc'd ,  well-read  Phyfician, 
and  Surgeon,  will  not  be  difpleas’d  to  have 
his  Memory  refreflfd  with  an  Account  of  thofe 
celebrated  Authors  he  has  fo  frequently  ftudied 
in  his  Youth,  ( like  as  Travellers  are  ufually  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  Maps  and  Draughts  of  thofe 
Countries  they  have  formerly  travell’d  through) 
as  likewife  to  find  the  Memoirs  and  Characters 
of  others,  he  may  have  been  Cotemporary  with ; 
whilft  the  younger  Branches  of  thefe  Profeffions 
will  not  be  a  little  affifted,  in  having  their  Judg¬ 
ment  form’d  by  a  proper  Critic  upon  Books, 
and  feeing  what  Authors  are  moft  worth  their 
Perufal.  Befides,  they  may  by  this  Means  be 
brought  to  the  Knowledge  of  many  valuable 
W riten  they  might  otherwife  never  have  been 
acquainted  with ;  and  perceiving  the  Oblations 
;  juftly  paid  to  their  Merit,  may  poffibly  be  fir’d 

into 
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into  a  glorious  Emulation  of  them,  in  hopes* 
one  day,  of  having  their  vwn  Names  inroll’d 
in  the  fame  honourable  Lift. 

t  »  Mf  *■>  X  :  *\  *  '  jr  7  ♦  ^ 

Moreover,  by  being  duly  inform'd  of 
the  Difcoveries  which  have  been  made  at 
Home ,  they  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  vin¬ 
dicate  the  Characters  of  their  learned  Country¬ 
men  from  the  Pretenfions  of  fuch  as  would  rob 
them  of  the  Glory  of  them.  Again,  by  know*^ 
ing  what  has  hitherto  been  done  in  thefe  Pro- 
feffions,  they  may  be  the  better  able  to  fup- 
ply  what  may  yet  be  wanting  for  the  farther 
Improvement  of  them ;  bdides  being  prevent¬ 
ed  perhaps,  from  wafting  a  deal  of  Time  and 
Labour  upon  fuch  Subjects,  as  may  already 
be  better  done  to  their  Hands.  Add  to  which, 
that  by  preferving  a  juft  and  grateful  Memorial 
of  the  Writings  and  Difcoveries  of  our  Prede- 
ceffors,  we  may  give  Pofterity  an  Opportuni¬ 
ty  of  improving  on  them ;  and  by  fetting  fo 
good  an  Example,  may  excite  thole  that  fuc- 
ceed  us,  to  do  the  fame  Juftice  to  Future  Ages, 
as  they  {hall  find  done  to  the  Pajl . 

2 
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A.RS  Longa,  VitA  brevis,  iSan  ddphorijhi 
Which  the  Profeffors  of  all  Sciences,  but  parti¬ 
cularly  thofe  of  Phyfick  and  Surgery *  are  too 
fenfible  of.  For  fuch  is  the  Extent  of  thefe  Pro- 
feffions,  that  tb  have  a  fufficient  Knowledge  of 
What  has  been  done  for  the  Improvement  of 
them,  even  in  out  oWn  Nation,  one  mud:  be 
Oblig’d  to  the  Perufal  of  fuch  a  Number  of  Vo¬ 
lumes, as  few  Fcoplz'sPimeotFortune  will  permit 
But  by  fuch  an  Undertaking  as  this,  the  Ex¬ 
pence  of  both  will  be  render’d  lefs ;  the  Reader 
brought  acquainted  with  every  Thing  remark¬ 
able  in  an  eafy  and  compendious  Manner  ;  and 
the  Contents  of  a  large  Library  contain’d  in 
little  Room* 

I  t  might  perhaps  be  reckon’d  Partiality  Iri 
irie,  fhould  I  carry  the  Benefits  which  may 
flow  front  the  prefent  Defign  a  little  farther, 
and  obferve,  that  thofe  Objervations  which  are 
made  at  home,  are  better  adapted  to  our  Briiijh 
Conftitutions  afid  Method  of  living,  and  there¬ 
fore  more  likely  to  be  of  Ufe  to  a  Briiijh 
Practitioner,  than  fuch  as  are  made  abroad, 

G  What- 
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Whatever  others  may  think  of  this  Remar k* 
I  muft  beg  leave  to  judge  it  not  inconjiderable  at 
leaft,  till  fome  one  can  convince  me,  that  thofe 
Obfervations  which  have  been  left  us  by  our 
immortal  Countryman  Dr.  Sydenham,  are 
not  more  worthy  the  Study  of  an  Englijh  Phy- 
fician,  than  fuch  as  have  been  made  in  any 
other  Climate. 

Biography  has  always  been  allow’d  to  be 
a  molt  ufeful  and  entertaining  Study ;  (the 
Dead  being  by  this  Means,  as  it  were,  rais’d 
from  the  Depth  and  Silence  of  the  Grave ,  for 
the  Benefit  and  Information  of  the  hiving ) 
and  Example  has  ever  been  thought  to  have 
the  greateft  Efficacy  upon  our  Lives  and  Mo¬ 
rals.  Thus  Alexander  the  great 
is  laid  to  have  fram’d  himfelf  upon  the  Plan  of 
the  renown’d  Achilles;  and  Julius  Caesar 
to  have  been  fir’d  into  an  Hero ,  by  reading  the 
Exploits  of  Alexander.  And  as  in  the  Mi¬ 
litary ,  fo  I  believe  it  happens  in  the  Literary 
World,  that  Icarce  any  one  ever  role  to  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  Eminence,  but  by  taking  to  him¬ 
felf,  as  a  Model ,  fome  one  or  other  of  his  il- 

2  luftrious 
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luftrious  Predecefjors.  It  being  very  natural 
for  Men  to  imagine,  that  what  has  been  done 
by  others ,  may,  in  like  Circumftances,  be  done 
by  them . 

But  what  I  intend  in  Regard  to  our  Britijh 

Phyjical  and  Chirurgical  Writers,  is  much 

more  than  a  Biographical  Account.  For  tho* 

their  Births ,  Livesy  and  Deaths  may  be  very 

neceflary  Fafts,  yet  tht  principal  Bufinefs,  in 

a  Work  of  this  Nature,  ought  to  be  to  give  a 

$ 

general  View  of  their  Writings ,  with  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  State  of  Phyjick  and  Surgery ,  and 
the  Improvements  that  have  been  made  in  each, 
according  to  their  exadt  Order  of  Time.  Thefe, 
therefore,  as  far  as  we  can  come  to  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  them,  fhall  be  carefully  taken  notice 
of  5  recourfe  {hall  be  had  to  the  Authors  them- 
felves,  and  our  Accounts  extracted  immediate¬ 
ly  from  their  own  Works y  from  whence  we 
{hall  endeavour  to  draw  their  true  Pictures,  and 
tho*  in  Miniature ,  yet  to  preferve  the  Likenefs  of 
the  great  Originals, . 

G  a 
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Here  we  (hall  find  many  great  and  bene¬ 
ficial  Difcoveries  entirely  owing  to  the  Saga¬ 
city  of  our  own  Countrymen ;  as  the  Cap/ula 
communis,  or  Vagina  Port# ,  to  Dr.  Glisson, 
and  the  Lymphatick-Vejfels,  to  Dr.  Jolliffe, 
notwithstanding  the  Pretenfions  of  Bartholine , 
and  Olaus  Rudbeck.  The  new  Dud  which 
carries  the  Seed  from  the  cTefles  to  the  Parafta-r 
toe,  to  Dr.  Heighmore.  The  Mucilaginous 
Glands  of  the  Joints,  to  Dr.  Havers.  A  new 
Method  of  difleding  the  Brain ,  and  tracing 
the  Rife  and  Propagation  of  the  Nerves  thro’ 
all  Parts  of  the  Body ;  a  better  Anatomy  pf 
the  Prime e  Vice ,  particularly  of  the  Coats  of 
the  Stomach ;  with  an  accurate  Defcription  of 
the  feveral  Membranes  which  conltitute  the 
Coats  of  the  Veins  and  Arteries,  to  Dr.  Wil¬ 
li  s.  The  T’ransfufon  of  Blood  out  of  one  A- 
nimal  into  another ;  the  Channels  which  con¬ 
vey  the  Serum  fecreted  from  the  Glands  of  the 
Brain,  into  the  Jugular  Veins  \  the  Spiral  Or¬ 
der  of  the  mufcular  Fibres  of  the  Heart,  and 
the  true  Method  of  dividing  the  Heart  into  its 
feveral  Mujcles ,  to  Dr.  Lower.  The  paral¬ 
lel 
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lei  Expanfion  of  the  Filaments  of  the-  Optick 
Nerve  upon  the  ‘Tunica  Ret  if  or  mis,  to  Dr. 
Briggs.  The  Difcovery  of  one  of  the  Sali-, 
val  DuBs,  to  Dr.  Wharton.  The  Glan¬ 
dule  Odorifera  near  the  Exit  of  the  Intefinum 
Rectum,  in  ftrong-fcented  Animals,  to  Dr, 
Edward  Tyson,  The  Glandules  Cowperia- 
nce  in  the  human  Penis,  to  the  ingenious 
Mr.  Cowper,  whofe  Name  they  bear.  And, 
to  fum  up  all  in  one,  the  Difcovery  of  the  Cir¬ 
culation  of  the  Blood,  to  the  Immortal  Dr, 
Harvey.  A  Difcovery  which  all  liicceeding 
Ages  and  Nations  muft  acknowledge  themfelves 
indebted  to  ;  and  one  that  will  endure,  as  long 
as  Time  itfelf  (hall  have  a  being ! 

Nor  have  our  Britijh  Phyfcal Writers  car¬ 
ried  their  Inquiries  into  the  Make  and  Stru¬ 
cture  of  the  Human  Body  only,  but  Compara¬ 
tive  Anatomy  has  likewife  been  advanced  by 
them.  Thus  we  haye  had  accurate  Anatomies 
pf  the  Rattle-Snake ,  Opojfum,  Orang-Outang, 
Porpeffe,  and  long  and  round  Body-JNorms,  by 
Dr.  Edward  Tyson.  Of  the  Elephant,  by 
Dr.  Moulin  ;  and  of  Snails,  and  Teftaceous 
Animals,  by  Dr,  Lister.  While 
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Wh  ile  thefe  have  exceird in  the  Anatomy 
of  fuch  Bodies  as  have  Senfitive ,  others  have 
been  no  lefs  induftrious  in  fearching  into  the 
Nature  of  fuch  as  are  endow’d  with  Vegetable 
Life.  Witnefs  the  Anatomy  of  Vegetables  by 
Dr.  Grew,  who  has  trac’d  the  Texture  of 
the  different  Parts  of  'Trees,  Shrubs  and  Plants , 
detected  the  Velfels  which  ferve  for  the  Con¬ 
veyance  of  Air ,  Sap ,  &c.  and  defcrib’d  the 
whole  Procefs  of  Vegetation  from  Seed  to  Seed , 
in  fuch  an  agreeable  Manner,  as  to  render  it 
doubtfull,  whether  theWorld  has  received  moft 
Pleafure  or  Lift ru8 ion  from  his  incomparable 
Obfervations. 

Nor  has  the  Phyfiological  Part  of  Phyfick 
only,  but  the  Pharmaceutical  too,  been  impro¬ 
ved  by  them;  Inftances  of  which  it  wou’d  be 
more  eafy  to  begin  with,  than  when  once  en¬ 
gag’d  to  tell  where  to  dejijl .  In  a  word ;  there 
is  no  Branch  of  Medicine,  either  with  regard 
to  Theory  or  Practice,  but  what  has  been  in¬ 
debted  to  them.  Thus  the  firft,  and  beft  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Nervous  and  Hyfterick  Colick ,  in 

England^ 
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England,  as  likewife  of  managing  the  Small- 
Pox ,  and  treating  Acute  Continual ,  and  Inflam¬ 
matory  Fevers ,  together  with  the  wonderful 
Advantages  of  Riding  in  Confumptive  Cafes ,  a 
more  rational  Ufe  of  the  Bark  in  Intermit¬ 
tent  s,  and  of  Milk  and  Steel  in  many  Chronick 
Difeafes,  have  been  left  us  by  Dr. Sydenham. 
An  admirable  Explication  of  the  Effects  of 
Air,  and  other  of  the  Non-naturals  upon  Hu¬ 
man  Bodies,  by  Dr.  Wainwright,  and 
Dr.  Arbuthnot.  The  Proportion  between 
the  Matter  perfpir’d  in  this  Climate  and  Italy , 
with  many  other  ingenious  Difquifitions  con¬ 
cerning  the  Quantity  and  Velocity  of  the  Blood, 
Animal  Secretion,  and  Mufcular  Motion ,  by 
Dr.  James  Keil.  A  moll  ingenious  Ratio - 
nale  of  the  Catamenia,  and  Chemical  Opera¬ 
tions,  by  Dr.  Friend.  Nor  mull  it  be  for¬ 
gotten,  that  the  firft  who  introduc’d  Geometri¬ 
cal  and  Mecha?iical  Reafonings  into  Anatomy , 
from  whence  fuch  innumerable  Benefits  have 
been  fince  deriv’d  to  Phyfck  in  general,  was, 
to  the  Honour  of  our  Country,  Sir  Charles 
Scarburgh.  But  to  enumerate  all  the  Dif. 
coveries  and  Improvements  which  have  been 

made 


Blade  by  our  Britifh  Phyfical  Writers,  not  only 
in  their  own  Profeffion,  but  likewife  in  Che- 
miflry ,  Botany ,  Experimental  Philofophyi  Natu¬ 
ral  Hijlory  of  Elementary  Bodies*  Mineral r* 
Stones,  Shells ,  Beajls ,  Birds,  Fijhes  and  Infedls, 
not  to  mention  many  other  Parts  of  Learning* 
as  Geometry,  Ajlronomy ,  Mathematicks ,  Gram - 
mar,  Hijlory,  Poetry,  &c.  woud  be  a  Tafk 
too  tedious  for  the  Limits  of  this  Epijlle.  The 
Profeeution  of  this,  I  hope,  is  a  Subjed,  that 
Will  afford  both  Pleafure  and  Information  to 
my  Reader  in  its  proper  place* 

From  feveral  Places  of  this  Invitatory  Let¬ 
ter  it  appears*  that  I  propofe  to  give  an  Account 
of  the  moft  celebrated  Britijh  Chirurgical,  as 
well  as  Phyfical  Authors  ;  which  I  therefore 
think  myfelf  oblig’d  to  do,  as  well  becaufe 
many  of  them  by  their  ufeful  Difcoveries  and 
Objervations,  have  deferved  highly  even  of  the 
Phyfical  World,  as  becaufe  the  Hijlory  of  Medi¬ 
cine,  by  reafon  of  the  Affinity  of  thefeProfeffions* 
cannot  well  be  carried  on  without  it,  Phyfick 
and  Surgery  muft  be  acknowledg’d,  at  leaft, 

to  be  T'win-Sijlers and  if  an  exadt  Scrutiny 

were 
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were  to  be  made,  Surgery  perhaps  might  be 
found  to  be  the  elder  of  the  two  3  as  Man¬ 
kind  were  doubtlefs  expos’d  to  external  Hurts 
and  Injuries,  before  they  were  liable  to  any  In¬ 
ward  Decays  in  their  Conftitutions.  All  Pre¬ 
tentions  to  Superiority  ought  in  a  common 
Caufe  to  be  fuperfeded,  at  lead:  fo  far,  as  that 
what  is  a  joint  Concern,  may  be  carried  on 
with  an  unanimous  and  joint  Concurrence. 

Such  noted  foreign  Phyficians  and  Surge¬ 
ons  too  as  came  over  and  fettled  in  England ,  I 
think  I  ought  in  juftice  to  mention  as  Britijh  ; 
elpecially  if  they  have  any  way  conduc’d  by  their 
Writings  to  the  Improvement  of  the  Practice  of 
Fhyfick  and  Surgery  in  this  Kingdom.  And  as 
it  is  the  moft  Famous  only  of  thefe  Profeffions, 
among  the  Dead,  I  intend  to  celebrate  5  fo  it 
is  the  moft  Eminent  only  among  the  Living,  I 
wou’d  in  this  Letter  be  thought  to  addrefs. 

But  there  is  one  thing,  I  muft  particularly 
beg  leave  to  mention  to  my  Correfpondents ; 
that,  in  the  Execution  of  this  Defign,  I  judge 
it  neceffary  to  referve  to  myfelf,  the  Liberty  of 

H  omitting 
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omitting  whatever  PafTage  may  contain  any 
invidious  or  contumelious  Reflexion ;  being  de¬ 
termin’d,  if  poflible,  to  avoid  the  very  Shadow 
of  Offence .  For  want  of  obferving  which 

equitable  Rule,  how  many  Controverfies  have 
there  been  in  Phyjick ,  where  an  amicable  In¬ 
quiry  after  Uruth,  which  {hou’d  have  had  the 
great  eft,  has  had  the  leajl  Share  in  the  Dilpute ; 
where  the  Combatants  feem  to  have  dipp’d 
their  Pens  in  Gall ,  inftead  of  Ink,  and  endea¬ 
vouring  to  difplay  the  Scholar ,  have  quite  for¬ 
gotten  the  Gentleman :  and  where  thofe  who 
from  their  Office  {hou’d  be  the  bejl  naturd  Men 
in  the  World,  have  tranfgrefs’d  all  the  Laws  of 
Humanity  ?  But  as  on  the  one  hand,  we  {hou’d 
confine  ourfelves  to  the  ftri&eft  Bounds  of 
Decency  and  Good-breeding,  fo  neither  on  the 
other,  {hou’d  we  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  biafs’d, 
to  the  Detriment  of  T!ruth,  by  Prejudice  or 
Partiality  $  but  to  do  diftributive  JuJlice ,  and 
to  give,  as  far  as  in  us  lies^  a  candid  Account 
of  Perjb?is  and  things  in  that  State  in  which  j 

I 

we  really  find  them.  And  to  doubt,  Gentle-  - 
men,  of  a  mod  ready  and  chearful  Commu¬ 
nication 
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fiication  in  a  Work  fo  necejjary  in  itfelf, 
well  as  fo  conducive  to  the  Credit  of  your  re- 
JpeSlive  ProfeJJions,  wou’d  be  to  call  in  queftion 
that  great  and  beneficent  Spirit,  by  which  you 
have  always  diftinguifh’d  yourfelves,  in  promo¬ 
ting  what  is  laudable. 

A  s  for  the  Malicious ,  Envious  and  Cenforious 

Part  of  Mankind,  how  they  (hall  pleafe  to  re- 
lifh  the  prefent  Defign,  we  think  ourfelves  but 
little  concern’d.  ’Tis  ufual  for  fuch,  to  condemn 
in  others,  what  they  cannot  perform  them- 
felves-,  and  like  Erostratus,  endeavour  to 
obtain  a  Name  by  demolishing  thofe  Structures, 
which  coft  the  greateft  Time  and  Labour  to 
eredt.  Zoilus’s,  I  know,  have  been  the  Pro- 
dud:  of  every  Age-,  but  then  it  muft  be  re¬ 
member’d,  that  they  abound  with  their  Aris- 
T arch i  too,  as  willing  to  fofter  and  cherifli 
any-  commendable  Attempt,  and  to  bring  it  to 

Maturity,  as  the  former  are  to  blqft  and  nip  it 

in  the  Bud. 

Cr i t i  c i s m  indeed,  when  undertaken  by 
luch  as  are  themjelves  the  belt  Performers  in 

H  2  what 


(  6o  ) 

what  they  criticife  upon,  is  a  great  and  necefc 
fary  thing.  To  the  Sentiments  of  fuch,  we 
fball  always  pay  the  greateft  Deference.  But 
fhou’d  the  Litigious,  Carping, ,  Half -re ad  Critics 
too,  think  fit  to  fpend  their  Judgment  on  the 
prefent  Work,  they  have  my  Confent.  Shou’d 
an  Oftentatious  Controverfy  be  their  Aim;  I 
know  the  Value  of  Time  too  well  to  confume  it 
in  Difoute  and  Difcord.  Shou’d  they  want  to 
raife  my  Pajjions ;  ’tis  poffible  they  may  not  be 
szxy  predominant .  Shou’d  they  objedt  the  Cenfure 
and  Detraction  I  incur;  that  is  a  Debt  which 
every  great  and  laudable  Work  ufually  pays  to 
the  Publick *  In  Abort,  I  have  often  thought, 
that  one  who  ventures  into  the  World  as  an 
Author ,  is  like  a  Mariner  that  puts  to  Sea;  and 
that  the  former  can  no  more  expedt  to  efcape 
thro'  Life ,  without  the  Ruffles  of  Envy  and 
Gppofition ,  than  the  latter  can  hope  to  embark 
upon  that  uncertain  Element ,  without  ever 
meeting  with  a  Storm ,  j 

I  SEE 

^  *  Virtuti  id  premium  ufitatum  eft,  ut  bene  merenti  ma¬ 
le  rependantur  gratia?.  Ent,  in  Epift .  Dedic,  ad  Harv. 
Exercitat ,  De  Gmrat.  Anim% 
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I  see  no  poffible  Objection,  Gentlemen, 
can  be  made  to  this  Defign,  unlefs  it  be 
my  own  Inability  to  undertake  it.  An  Ob¬ 
jection,  Iconfeis,  I  know  not  well  how  to  apo¬ 
logize  for  5  except  it  may  appear  lefs  by  confider- 
ing,  that  what  is  wanting  in  me,  may  eafily 
be  fupplied  by  your  better  Judgment. 

Had  any  other  Pen  attempted  this  labo¬ 
rious  Work,  mine  had  been  render’d  needlefs. 
Indeed,  to  celebrate  fo  many  ingenious  Writers 
in  the  manner  they  deferve,  is  a  Talk  I  muft 
own  myfelf  quite  unequal  to;  but  yet  methinks, 
ytis  better  to  have  fome  (tho’  but  an  in¬ 
different)  Commemoration  of  them  left  to  Af¬ 
ter-Ages,  than  none ,  efpecially  as  this  may  be 
a  Means  of  prompting  fome  abler  Perjon  to  do 
them  greater  Juftice. 

“Although  therefore,  (to  ufe  the  Words 
cc  of  the  excellent  Bifhop  S  p  r  at,  in  his  His- 
cc  tory  of  the  Royal  Society)  I  come  to  the 
“  Performance  of  this  Work,  with  much  lefs 

Deliberation  and  Ability ,  than  the  Weight i- 

“  nefs 


lc  nefs  of  it  requires:  yet,  I  truft,  that  the 
“  Greatnefs  of  the  Defign  itfelf,  on  which  I  am 
cc  to  tpeak,  and  the  Zeal  which  I  have  for  the 
“  Honour  of  our  Nation ,  which  have  been  the 
“  chief  Reafons,  that  have  mov’d  me  to  this 
“  Confidence  of  writing,  will  ferve  to  make 
“  fomething  for  my  ExcufeP  And  as  I  am 
far  from  engaging  in  this  Defign  under  any 
Want  of  Subjijlence ,  (as  is  too  frequently 
the  Cafe  among  that  Swarm  of  Scriblers  the 
World  is  infefted  with )  but  purely  out  of  an 
honeft  and  difinterefted  Defire  to  perpetuate  the 
Memory  of  fo  many  ilhtjlrious  Perfons ,  and  to 
render  an  acceptable  Work  to  the  Publick ,  fo 
no  ‘Time  nor  Applicationy  in  my  Power,  fhali 
be  wanting  to  make  it,  what  I  really  intend  it, 
a  very  valuable  Collection  of  Phyfcal  and  Chirur- 
gical  Knowledge ;  hoping  it  will  prove  to  fuch 
as  (hall  pleafe  to  favour  me  with  their  Corre- 
fpondence ,  what  it  does  to  myfelf,  a  kind  of 
Literary  Relaxation ,  and  an  innocent  Em¬ 
ployment  of  thofe  leifure  Hours  which  may 
eafily  be  fpent  in  doing  worfe. 
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I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  fincere  Wifhes 
for  the  Advancement  and  Reputation  of  the 
Faculty , 


Your  moft  Obedient. 


Portugal-Row,  Lin¬ 
coln’s- Inn  Fields  ; 
March  i.  1740. 


Humble  Servant, 


Edward  Milward. 


N.  B.  Gentlemen  are  defir’d  to  fend  their  Ob- 
Jervations  to  the  Author ,  as  above  directed ; 
and  no  where  elfe. 


/ 


•There  is  now  preparing  for  the  PRESS, 


By  the  fame  Author, 


Sive  Novus 

De  Gangr^ena  &  Sphacelo 
LIBER, 
Principia  Phyfico  -  Mechanic  a 

fc  *T  \  .  #.  ,  V  4  ^  7 »  •  •  • 

\J'iA  INSTITUTUS. 

*  ’  *" 

Quo  non  folum  horum  morborum  natura  ac¬ 
curate  inveftigatur,  &  nova  eos  per  Corticem 
'  Peruvianum  cohibendi  methodus,  a  Dom. 

■  Rujhwortho  nuper  detefta,  exhibetur,  fed 
Cajuum  quoque  Hijlorice y  Corticis  Operandi, 
ratio ,  atque  in  aliis  plurimis  morbis  effeSlus 
boniy  traduntur.  Dein  autem  ufitatiffimis 
contra  Corticem  Objeffiionibus  refpondetur. 

Accedit  APPENDIX, 

In  qua  oftenditur  Putredinem  multo  faepius  internets 
Humani  Corporis  partes  depafeere,  quam  animadverfum 
eft  y  Sc  frequentiftimam  efle  Mortis  in  morbis  caufam. 

Adduntur  etiam  Signa'  quibus  Spbacelifmus  Inter iorum 

cognofcatur. 

i 

OPUS  omnibus  Medicinae  Studiofts,  ob  ingentem  Rerum 
•  tra<ftatarum  varietatem,  ft  quid  aliud,  accommodatum ;  & 
Obfervationibusy  Cor  all  arils  y  Regulisy  Monitifque  multis 
egregiis,  ex  toto  fere  Medicinae  ambitu,  cum  e  Praxi 
g  turn  ex  Theorid  petitis,  dilucidatum. 


